VIRGINIA EQUINE ARTISTS ASSOCIATION
The Association for Virginia Equine Artists & Photographers

VEAA Member Newsletter

						

Summer-Fall 2013

VEAA Shows at
Rose Mount Farm Dressage Show
This licensed dressage event was held at Rose Mount Farm in
Fredricksburg, VA. It provided many beautiful equestrian photo
opportunities for us in addition to art sales. Participants were
B.J. Clark, Willa Frayser, Eleszebeth McNeel, Robyn Ryan,
Debby Thomas and Cheryl Ernest.

Thoughts From Our President, Eleszabeth McNeel
What is art?
“Art is in the eye of the beholder.” I am sure many of
you have heard this term, and, most likely, while you
are viewing an object touted as “art” but you can’t really
see the “art.” Someone standing next to you might be
excited by the wonder of said “art” piece.
Personally, I view the workings of the Virginia Equine
Artists Association as “art.” We have ideas that we execute with flair; we tempt fate by stretching our talents,
we are a body in motion, we bring vibrant discussions
to our group, we explain in color and emotion, we
draw the line, we think in areas of gray/grey, and, most

importantly, we show the world our own pieces of art.
The mechanics of our group become the “art” inside
our “art.”
I would like to take this opportunity to personally
thank the VEAA Board members, Debby, Wilma, Renae, BJ, Cheryl, Donna, Jillian, Elaine, and Robyn for
their help and support this past year. And it has been a
fantastic year for VEAA!
Have glorious holiday season!
Eleszabeth E. McNeel, President

Our Mission... to promote and market Virginia equine art and to provide educational
opportunities for Virginia equine artists and photographers.
VEAA • P.O. Box 35614, Richmond,VA 23235, Tel: 804-784-2690, E-mail: info@veaa.org, Web: www.veaa.org
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Willa Frayser with one of her paintings.

A few VEAA participants on opening night: Donna Doyle, Debby Thomas, B. J. Clark, Cheryl Ernest, Robyn Ryan, Willa Frayser,
Linda Warshaw and Eleszebeth McNeel.
Jillian Chilson and Donna Doyle.

“Art of the Horse”
Equine Art Show

August 30th was the opening reception for
“Art of the Horse” at Gallery Flux in Ashland, VA.
At least thirteen of our members were accepted
into this juried show.

Cheryl Ernest by one of her pieces.

The art and photography was beautiful and
well displayed. The gallery was packed with
people, the food was great. What more could
artists ask for? Oh yes, some sales were reported!
A big thanks goes to Gallery Flux for hosting
this equine art event.

B. J. Clark, Willa Frayser, Linda Warshaw and Eleszebeth McNeel.

We regret that we don’t have photos of all our
members who participated.

Montpelier Hunt Races

On a glorious day in November VEAA
set up its display booth with photography
and artwork by five of our artists. It was
truly exciting to watch the steeplechase
racers circle the field. VEAA artists were
rewarded with not only great photo opps
and sales, but a beautiful rainbow at the
end of the day.

Linda Warshaw, Donna Doyle, BJ Clark, Eleszebeth McNeel, and Renae Major.
Photo by Eleszabeth McNeel.
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Activities & Kudos
Many thanks to Jillian Chilson and David Everette for their very
informative Social Media Seminar in August at the Rockville Library.
It was very well attended and very much appreciated. (photo below)

Elaine Hurst attended the Blue Ridge Fall
Races. She says, “It didn’t rain, and it wasn’t
terribly hot, yay! It was just me attending,
along with a booth selling hats and such.
Live music, good food, nice people. “ And
we hear sales were excellent!
Debby Thomas has had another successful
Summer and Fall. Among her achievements are: 2013 Equine Jubilee
Awards – Best Artistic Photograph, plus her photo “Romancer” was chosen
as the main PR piece for the show.

On July 20, 2013, Robyn Ryan presented a workshop on watercolors.
It was a fun day full of information, frustration, guidance, encouragement, and, most of all, great creative company. Robyn started the
morning with a discussion of paper, brushes, resources for help,
pencils, tubes of paint, pressed paints, techniques, paper towels, as
well as design, choice of subject manner, and her many years of
successes and failures. (photo below shows Robyn with students)

Debby participated in “A Horse
of Course” invitational exhibit
at the ArtsWestchester Gallery.
Her photograph titled “Promenade” (on right) was the
program cover and main PR
piece for the 2013 Equine Extravanganza.
She was also selected as one of 4
artists & photographers exhibiting at the Virginia Sports Museum’s show called “Galloping to Greatness” from January 11 – March 30th,
2014. Congratulations Debby!
This Tiger Pastel Painting, (on
right) is the 3rd project by
Cheryl Ernest from a 3-day
workshop she attended in Sutter
Creek, CA, this past September.
Great work Cheryl.

The workshop was well balanced with information versus trial and
error. As the attendees worked, so did Robyn. We were able to watch
her process and learn a few of her trade secrets. This was a great
opportunity for beginners as well as seasoned watercolorists. Thank you Robyn for a lovely and colorful Day!

The oil painting on the right is
the work of Ron Heath. The title
is “Itch a Sketch”. A quick study
from an old photo. Beautiful Ron!

Robyn Ryan was back by popular demand to teach another Equine Sculpture Workshop in August. Those of us
who attended very much enjoyed it and hope there will be
more in the future.

Donna Doyle was excited to have two paintings accepted into the American Academy
of Equine Art Fall Open show in Kentucky.
Her painting “Steeplechase” (painting on left)
won their AAEA Sporting Art Award.

Robyn has been very busy this year with many art shows,
classes and activities including participation in the Fredericksburg “Art Attack”, and having two paintings accepted
into the Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts (FCCA)
September 2013 National All-Media Exhibit ~ Abstraction
& Reality.
In addition, Robyn has had five pieces accepted (all that
were submitted) into the Art at the Mill Exhibit at the
Burwell-Morgan Mill in the village of Millwood, VA. This is a multimedia exhibit of 1000 works of art by 300 artists from across the
region. Part of the sales is used to fund operations of the mill,
museum and archive as well as a scholarship. Way to go Robyn!

BJ Clark has spent many days this
Fall photographing and painting
hunting scenes in Virginia. Here
(on right) is her painting called
“He Slipped Away!”
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Coming Up
Montpelier Center for the Arts
The Virginia Equine Artists Association will show
at the Montpelier Center for the Arts in Montpelier, VA
Opening Reception is April 1st, 2014. Details to come.

Fine Art America–Our Online Store
Sell your work through the new VEAA store on Fine Art America
(FAA) with your own portfolio of your work. Robyn Ryan has created a
VEAA site on FAA where your images can be uploaded for customers to
view and order directly in various sizes and paper types. FAA prints a
reproduction of your art which is then shipped directly to the customer.
You receive a check!

Join VEAA!
Here are a few benefits of being a member:
• Sell your work through the new VEAA store on Fine Art America
with your own portfolio.
• Participate inVEAA arranged Gallery Exhibitions.
• Receive updates about competition and showing opportunities.
• Gain exposure to new clients on the VEAA Facebook page.
• Enlarge your audience by showing your work and media addresses
on our website.
• Learn about using different art media and social media.
• Introduce your art to the community while sharing booth costs with
other members at VEAA
• Receive ongoing marketing tips for your art.
• You will receive Email tips throughout the year to help you maximize
the value of your marketing efforts to build your business.
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