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Winter-Spring 2013

Thoughts From Our President, Eleszabeth McNeel
It is hard to believe that our calendar year is almost
half way through, but our group has been busy, as
you will glean from the following articles.
As a group of equine artists, we are getting to be
known in the state of Virginia and surrounding
areas as well. While we will always be the “Group
from Virginia,” our presence in the international art
world is one of our goals. We have the knowledge,
technology, and commitment to promote the talent
and refreshing creative side of our members. This
co-operative is forward thinking and working for
you and your artwork. And honestly, our present
membership is one of the best in which I have had
the privilege to be involved.

Your membership allows you access to promotion, stimulation, answers to questions, workshops,
field trips and the fellowship of like minds. So, get
creative. This photo is a recent self-portrait.
Welcome to new members Donna Bennett, Trish
White, Denise Bramhall, Cheryl Ernest, and Christine Thomas. I look forward to meeting each of
you, seeing your artwork, and working with you at
one of our upcoming events!
Please contact me if you have any suggestions or
questions.
Eleszabeth E. McNeel,
President, VEAA

VEAA Off and Running To the Wine and Trotter Festival!
It was a cold and windy day for VEAA members,
Evan Cox, B.J. Clark, Eleszabeth McNeel, and
new member, Donna Bennett, at the Wine and
Trotter Festival held
at the Shenandoah
Fairgrounds on May
11, 2013. Due to rain
and wind, the tent
arrangement was
difficult and probably
not our best look, as
noted in the photo, but we felt it necessary to
protect the artwork. During moments of strong
wind, we were all required to “hold down” the
edges of the tarps! The wind also kept wrinkling
our sign! The weather did not pull in a very large
crowd so sales were low. However, we had a very

nice time meeting new potential customers as
well as other vendors. The facility was easy to
work in, the staff were generous and helpful, and
other than dealing with
the elements, it was a
thumbs up day!

Photo by E. McNeel
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VEAA Spring Art Show
Our Spring Art Show and Sale opened on a beautiful Spring day, April 6, at Art On A Wire a gallery
in Midlothian Virginia. Many of our participating
artists were in attendance, enjoying the refreshments
and greeting visitors. The display of artwork was truly
impressive. According to our host, gallery owner
Abby Evans, we had many very positive comments
from visitors who kept coming the entire two weeks
of the show, some even after it was down!
A judge selected winners in five categories (see
below) plus a best in show award and honorable
mentions. Our judge was Eleanor Cox, a successful
and well known artist in the South Richmond area.

Artists Renae Major, Willa Frayser, D. Haskell Chhuy, Eleszabeth McNeel, Debby Thomas, Donna Doyle,
Jillian Chilson, B.J. Clark, Wilma Bradner posing outside of the gallery.

Though sales were light we feel positive about the
exposure received. We have beautiful works of art
and we are putting them out there for people to see!
Sales will come.

Awards
First Place in Oil or Acrylic Painting
D. Haskell Chhuy: Good Run on Midway Farm
First Place in Photography
Eleszabeth McNeel: Angle of Repose
First Place in Watercolor
Mary Shira: Steeple Chase

Artists Wilma Bradner, David Everette and Renae Major enjoying the show.

First Place in Pastel or other Drawing Media
B. J. Clark: Magnum
First Place in Sculpture
Willa Frayser: Paint Horse
Best in Show
Donna Doyle: Oil Painting,
Strawberry Hill Steeplechasers
Honorable Mentions
David Everette: Photography,
Diamond Motoring
Renae Major, Oil Painting: 7th Hurdle

Artists B.J. Clark, Eleszabeth McNeel, Willa Frayser
and Renae Major.

Artist D. Haskell Chhuy in front of her award
winning painting.

Secretariat’s Birthday Celebration
Five VEAA members, B.J. Clark, Linda Warshaw, Willa Frayser, Debby
Thomas, and Eleszabeth McNeel, shared a booth at the Secretariat’s
Birthday Celebration (photo on left). What a perfect event for us. It
was a beautiful day and the Pavilion was filled with Secretariat fans.
The booth was busy with a flow of people interested in the VEAA and
artwork. It was fun to work with other members, and everyone pitched
in for the set up and take down. The event took place at The Meadow,
the farm in Caroline County where Secretariat was born.
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Activities & Kudos
Jillian Chilson won Honorable
Mention in the Digital Art category for
“Road not Taken”, shown on right, in
the Ex Arte Equinus 6. Excellent!
And a huge thank you goes to Jillian
for her amazing success with
building our visibility on Facebook.
Along with regular posts of our
artwork she has been experimenting with ads, targets and timing of art
posts to see what works best to create a presence for us. She has also
developed easy-to-read e-mail “newsletters” to our membership to keep
everyone informed of current and future activities. She has lots of ideas
and energy that are really moving our organization forward!

Robyn Ryan held a fun and very informative Equine Sculpture Workshop June 1st and 2nd. Robyn’s delicate workmanship and “can-do”
attitude inspired us all. The participants are shown above with their
sculptures. Left photo above: Robyn Ryan. Right photo above: Cheryl
Ernest, Debby Thomas and Donna Doyle. Missing from photo-B.J. Clark.

Robyn Ryan’s sculptures “Rolling
Bliss”, photo on right, and “Summer Itch”, on right, were accepted
into the Piedmont Virginian Artist
Showcase at River District Arts,
Oct 6 – Nov 3. Only 75 of the 250
submitted pieces were selected!
Congratulations Robyn.

Willa Frayser was commissioned to create an oil portrait of 1997 Australian Palomino Champion gelding, “Bella Vista El Zorro”, shown on left, for
Linda Midgley, Toowoomba, Australia.
Willa also completed over 32 abstract horse
acrylic paintings since December in sizes ranging from 8”x10” to 20” x 24”, see one below.
Over 20 of these
paintings were
sold by the end
of April, 2013!

Also, two of her “Equine Layers”
paintings, one shown on right,
were juried into the Fredericksburg Center for the Creative Arts
(FCCA) May 2013 “Lines & Edges”
National Juried Exhibition by juror
Allison Long Hardy. These paintings
are three dimensional in that they
are comprised of multiple layers of
plexiglas painted with acrylics.

Her work was
featured in the
February, 2013
issue of “Desert Mirage” magazine, an
international publication dedicated to the Arabian horse, which included
an article and approximately 12 photos of her work. Congratulations!

Robyn’s acrylic layers painting
“Nuthatch I” was accepted into the
Virginia Mennonite Retirement
Community 10th National Annual
Juried Multimedia Art Exhibition,
in Harrisonburg, VA. The exhibit is
at the Parks Gables Gallery from 26
May–30 June. (www.vmrc.org)

Debby Thomas has had a very successful 2013 so far. Her photography
received multiple awards in the Sky Dog Photography Contest and Exhibit. A First Place for “Eli”, Second Place for “The Supplicant” (Wheatley),
and Honorable Mention for “Before the Storm” shown below.
Debby was selected
as one of the
Photography Masters
Cup Nominees–2013.
Her photos, “The
View”, “Another Day
at the Office,” and “At
the End of the Rainbow” were nominated
in the Americana and
Wildlife categories.

Artist D. Haskell Chhuy has
had pieces accepted into the
permanent collections of the
National Steeplechase Museum
in Camden, SC and the Museum
of Hounds and Hunting in
Leesburg, Va. In the photo
(right) Chhuy is standing with
her painting “Melvin Poe, Huntsman” and Mr. Poe, who is among
America’s most distinquished huntsmen. The painting was purchased by
Jacqueline B. Mars and donated to the museum. Congratulations Dorothy!

Debby also received two awards in the Equine Ideal 2013 Photography
Competition–5th in the “Wild Horses” category for “Moonlight at Chincoteague”, and 2nd place in the “Artistic” category for “Romancer”.
And finally, her photo “Giraffe Escape”, taken in Tanzania, will be in The
Nature Conservancy’s 2014 Calendar. Chosen from 30,000 entries!
Go Debby!

3

Continued on next page

Virginia Equine Artists Association
P.O. Box 35614
Richmond, VA 23235
VEAA Board & Officers
Eleszabeth McNeel, Charlottesville
President/Publicity and Marketing
Debby Thomas, Manakin-Sabot
Vice-President & Exhibition Coordinator
Founding Member
Renae Major, Richmond
Secretary/Membership
Wilma Bradner, Richmond
Treasurer & Founding Member
Robyn Ryan, Fredericksburg
Website and OnLine Store Coordinator
Elaine Hurst, Port Republic
Workshop Coordinator & Founding Member
Jillian Chilson, Bon Air
Social Media Coordinator
Willa Frayser
Art Shows/Workshop Coordinator
B.J. Clark
Activities and Events Coordinator
Donna Doyle
Art Shows/Exhibitions, Newsletter

VEAA Member Newsletter

						

Classes Coming Up

Call for Artists

Watercolor Workshop
Robyn Ryan

Gallery Flux in Ashland, Va

Winter-Spring 2013

has a call for entries to their juried Fall Equine Art Show.
Go to their website for details: www.galleryflux.com
The entry deadline is July 31 and the show opens on August 30 thru
September 28.

Saturday July 20, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Location: Backdoor Gallery in Fredericksburg.
http://robynryanart.com/about-robyn/teaching/

Fine Art America–Online Store

Social Media Seminar
Jillian Chilson and David Everette

Sell your work through the new VEAA store on Fine Art America
(FAA) with your own portfolio of your work. Robyn Ryan has created
a VEAA site on FAA where your images can be uploaded for customers to view and order directly in various sizes and paper types. FAA
prints a reproduction of your art which is then shipped directly to the
customer. You receive a check!

Saturday, August 3, 10 am - 4 pm
Location: Rockville Library in Goochland, VA.
Contact: jlchilson@comcast.net
Your questions will be answered! What makes social media successful?
How to tell a story and connect with your audience. An overview of the most
popular social networks and platforms today. Sizing images for the web.
How to use social media effectively without it taking over your life! Importance of branding in social media.
Afternoon Session costs $30, includes:
Receive a watermark that you can use to effectively promote your business.
Why blog and how it can help your SEO... uhhh... ok... help people discover
you easier! Hands on help to set up your profile in the social networks of
your choice for those with a laptop and their images. Develop a custom
workable social media strategy that fits your needs.

Join VEAA!
Here are a few benefits of being a member:
• Sell your work through the new VEAA store on Fine Art America
with your own portfolio.
• Participate inVEAA arranged Gallery Exhibitions.
• Receive updates about competition and showing opportunities.
• Gain exposure to new clients on the VEAA Facebook page.
• Enlarge your audience by showing your work and media addresses
on our website.
• Learn about using different art media and social media.
• Introduce your art to the community while sharing booth costs with
other members at VEAA
• Receive ongoing marketing tips for your art.
• You will receive Email tips throughout the year to help you maximize
the value of your marketing efforts to build your business.

Equine Sculpture Workshop
Robyn Ryan

Saturday and Sunday August 10 & 11, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Location: Backdoor Gallery in Fredericksburg.
http://robynryanart.com/about-robyn/teaching/
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